
Critical Thinking Rubric 
Definition: The ability to evaluate information, draw inferences, arrive at conclusions, and create solutions based on objective analysis of the 
evidence. 
 

Criteria  Mastering  Achieving Developing  Beginning  Not 
Assessed at 
the 
Instructor’s 
Discretion 

Identify the 
Problem 

Clearly identifies the 
problem through logical 
examination; identifies the 
components relevant to the 
problem and demonstrates 
their impact on the 
problem. 

Clearly identifies the 
problem; considers the 
components relevant to the 
problem. 

Clearly identifies the 
problem but struggles to 
consider all relevant 
components which 
contribute to the problem. 

Identifies the problem but 
struggles to state it clearly 
and does not identify the 
components relevant to the 
problem. 

 

Gather Information Gathers extensive 
information from a variety 
of valid and reliable sources 
including journals, texts, 
and technology specific to 
the subject. Clear evidence 
of search/selection criteria 
applied to resources. 

Gathers sufficient 
information from valid and 
reliable sources. Evidence of 
search/selection criteria 
applied to resources. 

Gathers information from 
sources that are limited to 
one or two resource types. 
Some evidence of 
search/selection criteria 
applied to resources. 

Gathers information from 
one source. Minimal 
evidence of search/selection 
criteria applied to resources. 

 

Develop Position/ 
Hypothesis 

Hypothesis is imaginative 
and clearly stated. 

Hypothesis is clearly stated. Hypothesis is generally 
clear. 

Hypothesis is simplistic and 
obvious. 

 

Assess and Analyze Thoroughly examines the 
variables in order of 
importance. Demonstrates 
sophisticated thought that is 
developed throughout and 
connects to hypothesis. 

Examines multiple variables 
and clearly describes their 
connection to the 
hypothesis. 

Examines variables and 
begins to connect them to 
the hypothesis. 

Limited examination of the 
variables that impact the 
hypothesis.  

 

Evaluate Carefully considers context, 
data, assumptions and 
evidence; presents and 
justifies own view and 
biases while integrating 
differing views; implications 
are clearly developed. 

Considers context, data, 
assumptions, and evidence; 
identifies own viewpoint 
and integrates multiple 
other views; implications 
are developed. 

Discerns fact from opinion; 
begins the rough integration 
of multiple viewpoints; 
implications are considered 
but are not clearly 
developed. 

Little evidence of 
evaluation; presents and 
justifies own position 
without addressing other 
differing views or personal 
bias; struggles to identify 
implications. 

 



Draw Conclusions 
and Consequences 

Carefully articulates 
conclusions based on 
evidence. Explores 
consequences extensively 
and clearly connects them 
to conclusions. 

Articulates conclusions and 
connects them logically to 
consequences. 

Presents conclusions and 
loosely connects them to 
consequences. 

Presents simplistic 
conclusions and struggles to 
identify consequences. 

 

 


