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President’s Message

Welcome to the inaugural issue 
of Transformations, LWTech’s new 
magazine. We are excited to share 
with you the many great things going 
on at the college. 

For more than six decades, LWTech 
has been transforming lives by helping 
students get to the next level of their 
careers, by providing a hands-on, 
workforce-ready education to students 
of all ages. Over the years, our region 
has seen a technology boom, and a 
great recession, followed by a robust 
economy. Throughout the changes in 
our economy, LWTech has continued 
to grow and change to meet industry 
demands and student needs. 

According to the Washington 
Roundtable, it’s expected that 
there will be roughly 740,000 job 
openings in the state within the 
next five years. Most of these jobs 
will be filled with people who have 
some postsecondary education 
and training. LWTech, along with 
Washington’s other 33 community 
and technical colleges, provides the 
education that is needed to prepare 
a skilled workforce and bridge the 
skills gap. 

We will continue to respond to the 
needs of industry, and the college 
will continue to grow. We are proud 
to offer more than 100 degrees and 

certificates, 40 areas of study, and 
now six baccalaureate degrees, with 
more in the pipeline! There’s amazing 
work going on at the college. Last 
November, we opened our Center of 
Excellence for Veteran Student Success. 
We’re seeing an increase in student 
completion rates, and generations 
of families are taking classes, and 
graduating from the college.

I invite you to visit our campus to 
see the great work going on at the 
only public institute of technology 
in the state of Washington. Set up 
a tour through one of our personal 
admissions coaches, have lunch 
in our student-run restaurant, the 
Chef City Grill, or attend one of 
our lunchtime Associated Student 
Government events. See for yourself 
the transformational work going on 
each day at the college.

I look forward to seeing you on 
campus,

Dr. Amy Morrison Goings, 
LWTech President
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Graduation is the culmination of hard 
work and perseverance. A variety 
of life events lead students to Lake 
Washington Institute of Technology 
(LWTech). Some are returning to 
college after starting a family, others 
are returning from serving in our 
military, and there are those who are 
coming to the college straight from 
high school graduation or are still in 
high school. Whatever the path that 
leads them here, once they arrive, 
students receive support from the 
faculty and staff who work with them 
from the moment they register until 
graduation, and beyond. No one is 
more proud and a bigger advocate 
for our students’ successes than our 
faculty and staff. 

As the only public institute of 
technology in the state of Washington, 
our graduates are ready to go out into 
the workforce with the latest industry 
skills, and/or they are ready to transfer 
to a university and continue their 
education. Graduates find meaningful 
careers in Digital Gaming, Healthcare, 
Culinary Arts, Design, Manufacturing, 
and Business, just to name a few. 

Graduation isn’t the end; it’s the 
beginning. Whatever your educational 
goals are, our personal admission 
coaches, advisors, professors, and 
caring staff are here to help you reach 
your goals! 

We look forward to seeing you in your 
cap and gown at commencement!
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A special thank you to the students 
and faculty who through their awards, 
achievements and amazing lives we are 
able to celebrate!
Transformations Magazine is published 
for information purposes only. Although 
every effort is made to ensure accuracy 
at the time of publication, this magazine 
shall not be construed to be an irrevocable 
contract between the student and Lake 
Washington Institute of Technology. 
Transformations Magazine is mailed at 
the periodicals rate to obtain the lowest 
cost, while best serving the residents 
of the college’s geographic area. Please 
pass on your copy to a friend, take it to 
work or recycle it when you are finished. 
If you do not receive the magazine and 
would like to be added to our mailing list, 
email: leslie.shattuck@lwtech.edu or call  
(425) 739-8236.

Transformations Magazine | 21 | Lake Washington Institute of Technology



Schools of LWTech

Have Your Cake  
and Wear It, Too

A fourth generation baker 
and business owner, Michele 
Sweeney owns an e-platform 
business called Epicurean 
Delights where she teaches 
baking classes and video-
on-demand tutorials. She’s 
also a student in LWTech’s 
Multimedia Design and 
Production (MMDP) program. 
Combining her baking skills 
with what she’s learned in 
her MMDP program has led her on a path to being an 
award-winning contestant in a national cake show.

Sweeney constructed an edible dress using a pattern 
she created in Adobe Illustrator. She created a delicate 
wafer-like fabric, and using an edible paper, placed the 
design she created in Illustrator on the fabric. The result 
was an award-winning, edible modern mermaid dress 
with fish scale glitter, and spreadable gelatin glaze to 
keep the garment in place. Sweeney’s creation won the 
People’s Choice Award, and took home the gold, winning 
the entire competition at the National Capital Area Cake 
Show’s live competition in Virginia. Congratulations 
Michele! 

"All the classes in my area of study have directly impacted 
my business in one way or another for the better. From 
creating original digital designs for my edible paper 
line, to creating marketing collateral and shooting 
smart phone videos, to redesigning my web and mobile 
presence, it's all been beneficial," said Sweeney.

Meet Me in the DIRT Lab – The Maker 
Movement Gains Momentum 

One of the other ways creativity and technology are 
meeting is in the Design, Innovation, Research, and 
Technology (DIRT) Lab, which opened last year. The 
DIRT Lab is a makerspace for students to collaborate  
in a hands-on lab environment. Students from all 
programs have access to and training on a wide range 

of digital fabrication technology, such as 3D printers, 
laser cutters, 3D mills, and CNC routers. 

For information about the School of Design & Applied 
Arts visit LWTech.edu/design-school

School of Information Technology 
is Shaping Tomorrow’s Technology 

Leaders

Information Technology is one of the fastest growing 
industries, and it’s not slowing down any time soon. 
LWTech’s School of Information Technology is designed 
for people who are interested in a career in Networking, 
Computer Security, and Software Development. Students 
learn cutting-edge technology trends using hands-on 
applications, application support, and implementation of 
hardware systems. 

Chip Anderson, who is the founder and president of 
StockCharts.com, and an advisory committee member 
for LWTech’s Information Technology Applications 
Development (ITAD) program, says “Finding students 
with the ability to adapt to our programming approach 
is critical to our company’s success. Despite the 
ever-changing nature of this industry, the students 
from LWTech’s School of Information Technology 
are extremely well prepared for the programming 
environment here. LWTech students have been able 
to take what they have learned in school and use it to 
create high-quality programming solutions for us.”

The DIRT Lab makers' creations span the gamut of decorative 
to  practical – but always precise.

Chip Anderson 
Photo: StockCharts.com

A model from the 
competition showcases 
Sweeney's edible dress.
Photo: Michelle Sweeney

For information about the School of Information 
Technology visit LWTech.edu/it-school

LWTech

Meet the Schools of LWTech
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Creating a clear and intentional education path for 
students from the second they enroll at LWTech is 
directly related to successful program completion. Last 
year, in an effort to more clearly define those pathways, 
the college announced the formation of seven new 
schools. Each of the schools includes programs that 
share common industries and types of work after 
graduation. Students don't have to know their exact 
degree goal when they start, but they can pick a school 
that best aligns with their interests. The schools are: 

The School of Business & Entrepreneurship

The School of Health Sciences

The School of Information Technology

The School of Engineering, Science & Math

The School of Manufacturing

The School of Transportation Technology

The School of Design & Applied Arts

In addition to the schools, the 
college also provides programs in 

Culinary Arts, Environmental Horticulture and Early 
Childhood Education. 

“...The students from LWTech’s School  
of Information Technology are extremely 
well prepared for the programming 
environment here.” Chip Anderson, founder and president  

of StockCharts.com  



Schools of LWTech
Manufacturing Your Career  
and Future

As a student in LWTech’s Machining Technology program, 
Kim Jorgensen has big plans after graduation. She wants 
to focus on MasterCam programming to create, write, test, 
and edit custom designs. “I didn’t really have a direction 
after high school. My parents told me it was the military 
or school. So I went to what I knew; I went to school. My 
first job after graduating was as a make-up artist, but I just 
wasn’t satisfied with my work.” 

After several 
career placement 
assessments 
and discussions 
with people she 
trusted (including 
her dad, who is 
a machinist) all 
signs pointed 
toward machining.

“I love the technical 
and design aspects 
of it. I want to have 
a career that keeps my 
brain engaged. Becoming 
a machinist was one of the 
scariest things I’ve ever done, but 
it’s the best decision I’ve ever made,”  
said Jorgensen. 

For information about the School of  
Manufacturing Technology visit  

LWTech.edu/manufacturing-school

From LWTech  
to a Career with Audi 

Melyssa Langbecker chose LWTech because 
she wanted to attend a college with auto repair 
programs that simulated a real shop. There were 
other programs at out-of-state schools that offered 

specific manufacturer training, but she didn’t 
want to move or spend thousands and 

thousands of dollars to get her 
degree. She wanted a program 

closer to home that would be 
cost-effective and provide 

hands-on learning. She got 
just that at LWTech. 

When she graduated 
from the Auto Repair 
program, she got a 
job at Audi, Inc. as an 
auto repair technician. 
Langbecker says she 
uses the information 

she learned at LWTech 
every day at Audi. “The 

knowledge I gained 
from those courses made 

diagnosing easier. It helped me 
find what I was really good at, and 

what I needed to work on. If you want 
a career in auto repair, LWTech is the place 

to jumpstart it.” 

For information about the School of Transportation 
visit LWTech.edu/transportation-school

Don’t Wait Until Tomorrow –  
Take What You Learn Today  
and Apply It Immediately

Margit Moore is an educator who runs a non-profit 
organization called Indigenous Learning 360, and 
works with at-risk Native American youth. She had the 
opportunity to apply for two grants funded by the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, but she needed to sharpen her 
skills. So, she did what she knew worked for her – she took 
classes at LWTech, got the education she needed, applied 
for two grants, and got them!

Moore has a long history with LWTech. She first came 
to the college in the 80s to take a creative writing class. 
She later returned to earn a certificate in Landscape 
Design, and most recently, she returned to take 
classes in Excel, an overview of Office, and Web Based 
Technologies. When she has seen an opportunity for 
growth, she’s taken classes for what she’s needed, and 
applied that knowledge immediately to her work. 

“LWTech has helped and allowed me the opportunity 
to go in with great focus and take classes that directly 
apply to my work,” said Moore. “The classes are focused 
in the way that I want to be learning. I’m using what I 
learned, right now. It’s practical and applicable.”

For information about programs in the  
School of Business and Entrepreneurship visit  

LWTech.edu/business-school

Engineering to  
Renewable Energy

Pre-Engineering student Alexis Morelos has been 
interested in renewable energy for a long time, 
knowing that fossil fuels won't last forever. She would 
install solar panels in her house and would buy a Tesla 
without hesitation, if she could. She knows there’s 
more to it than panels and a car: her future career 
in renewable energy. That’s why after she earned an 
Associate’s degree in Business from one of the state’s 
community colleges, she immediately wanted to 
start taking pre-engineering classes, so she could 
transfer to Oregon Institute of Technology, and study 
renewable energy. Morelos isn’t the first person in her 
family to attend LWTech; her brother came here for 
the Diesel and Heavy Equipment Technician program. 
“I was feeling out of touch with school and tired. My 
professor Stephanie Bostwick brought back my passion 
for college,” said Morelos. “She was the perfect person 
to talk with about engineering. She knows what she’s 
talking about, and always has an answer for me. It’s her 
dedication to the students, and the small class sizes, 
that has made all the difference for me.”

For information about programs in the 
 School of Engineering, Science and Math visit  

LWTech.edu/engineering-school

Student Kim Jorgensen preps  
the HAAS VF3 machine for her  
next project.

Graduate Melyssa Langbecker makes sure all systems pass 
inspection.

Students Anton Vilkotski, Alexis Morelos and Zach Skelton work on 
a project to harness solar energy.

Students in the Business Technologies program are excelling in 
Microsoft Office!

Margit Moore, Business Technology Program Student

5 | Lake Washington Institute of Technology Transformations Magazine | 6

Schools of LWTech

“The classes are focused in the way that I want to 
be learning. I’m using what I learned, right now. 
It’s practical and applicable...”

Melyssa Langbecker,  
Auto Repair Technology  

Program Graduate

 “The knowledge 
I gained...made 

diagnosing easier. It 
helped me find what  
I was really good at,  
and what I needed  

to work on.”



Degrees at LWTech
LWTech Programs  
Provide Great Amenities  
for the Community

Did you know that LWTech has several 
campus amenities that are available to 

the public through our programs? Come in and see 
our students in action. If you haven’t been on campus 
lately, we invite you to visit us soon.

Dental Clinic

Students in our School 
of Health Sciences 
programs, like Dental 
Hygiene and Dental 
Assistant, staff our 
Dental Clinic, which 
is open to the public. 
The clinic is also 
staffed by licensed 
dentists, licensed 
dental hygienists, 
and certified dental 
assistants. Our clinic 
provides cleanings and restorative work, such as fillings, 
root canals, crowns, and bridges. The Dental Clinic is 
located on the first floor of the Allied Health building. To 
make an appointment, call (425) 739-8130.

For information about the School of Health Sciences 
visit LWTech.edu/health-school

Chef City Grill and the Student-Run Bakery

The Chef City Grill is a full-
service restaurant operated 
by the Culinary Arts program. 
The Grill prepares and serves 
quality regional dishes created 
by students in the Culinary Arts 
program. It's open for lunch to 
LWTech students, staff, faculty, 
and the general public. The Grill 
is located on the first floor of the 
East building. For reservations, 
call (425) 739-8310.

A variety of delicious pastries, 
pies, cakes and breads may 
be purchased from LWTech's Baking Arts student-run 
bakery located on the first floor of the East building. Call 
(425) 739-8304 for hours.

For information about Culinary and Baking Arts 
Program visit LWTech.edu/culinary

Spring Plant Sale

One of the largest events held on campus each year is 
the Environmental Horticulture program’s Spring Plant 
Sale, which typically runs the last weekend of April and 
the first weekend in May. From seed to sale, this annual 
event draws hundreds of garden enthusiasts eager to 
purchase healthy flowering baskets, herbs, vegetable 
starts, succulents, perennials, and bedding plants. 

For information about Environmental Horticulture 
Program visit LWTech.edu/horticulture

Early Childhood Education

LWTech provides on-site childcare at the Early Learning 
Center (ELC) which also serves as a lab environment for 
college students enrolled in the Early Childhood Education 
(ECE) program. The ELC is open to students, staff and the 
public. Space is limited, so call today (425) 576-5838.

For information about the Early Childhood Education 
Program visit LWTech.edu/ece

Students in the dental clinic receive  
hands-on training.

Let's do lunch and dessert 
at LWTech!

You Really Can Start 
Here and Go Anywhere

LWTech is growing and adding more programs and 
degrees all the time. In just the last year alone, we’ve 
added three more Bachelor’s of Arts in Applied Science 
degrees (with several more in the pipeline). At the time 
of print, we offer six Bachelor's degrees, 100 degrees and 
certificates in more than 40 areas of study. To get the latest 
information on our program offerings, visit LWTech.edu.

While some students transfer from LWTech to colleges 
and universities to complete their Bachelor's degree, 
they also have the option to stay at LWTech to complete 
their Bachelor's degree. The Bachelor's degree is awarded 
for completion of an Associate's degree and at least 90 
credits of appropriate 300 and 400 level coursework. At 
the time of print, LWTech offers the following Bachelor's 
degrees: Bachelor of Technology in Applied Design, 
Bachelor of Applied Science in Dental Hygiene, Bachelor 
of Applied Science in Digital Gaming and Interactive 
Media, Bachelor of Applied Science in IT Application 
Development – Computing & Software Development, 
Bachelor of Applied Science in Public Health, and a 
Bachelor of Applied Science in Transportation, Logistics 
and Supply Chain Management.

LWTech offers multiple degrees designed for students 
intending to transfer to four-year institutions for a 
particular major, and they are steeped in acronyms. We 
break it down here so you can easily see the types of 
degrees that transfer to other colleges and universities.

AS-T: This stands for Associate in Science – Transfer. This 
works best for students who want to major in engineering 
and science fields. Students in these programs complete 
similar lower division general education requirements 
as first and second year university students. This is an 

opportunity to complete math and science prerequisites 
for a chosen major. LWTech programs include Computer 
and Electrical Pre-Engineering or Mechanical, Civil, 
Aeronautical, Industrial, Materials Science Pre-Engineering. 

AAS-T: This stands for Associate in Applied Science –
Transfer. This builds on the technical courses required 
for job preparation by including a college-level general 
education component. This includes a minimum 
of 20 credits of general education in English, Math, 
Social Science, and Humanities. A few examples at 
LWTech include Fitness Specialist/Personal Trainer, Civil 
Engineering Graphics, Occupational Therapy Assistant, 
and Electronics Technology. 

DTA/MRP: This stands for Direct Transfer Agreement/
Major Related Programs. Students with these degrees 
can transfer with junior status to a participating college 
or university to major in high demand Bachelor’s 
programs. LWTech has articulation agreements with 
many colleges and universities so students can transfer 
with ease. LWTech programs include Pre-Nursing, Math 
Education, Computer Science, Business, Construction 
Management, and Biology. 

"Setting your goal early ensures that every class you take 
at LWTech will be accepted by the next institution; we 
can help map out your pathway for a smooth transition 
to your university of choice," said Dr. Ruby Hayden, Vice 
President of Student Services.

To learn more about our transfer options visit our 
website at LWTech.edu/aas-transfer  

and LWTech.edu/dta-mrp
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Turn over a new leaf in your garden with plants from the LWTech 
plant sale. Proceeds benefit student scholarships.

 Recruitment Coordinator, Casey Melnrick, discusses transfer options.

Children ages 18 months to six years can thrive at LWTech's Early 
Learning Center.



International Community at LWTech

With international companies like Amazon, Microsoft, 
Nintendo, Facebook, Google, and GoDaddy just 
minutes from our Kirkland campus, LWTech attracts 
a variety of international students. Some come to 
the area to solely go to the college. Others may have 
relocated from their home country while a family 
member has taken a position at one of the area’s 
booming tech companies, while those who are 
refugees may want a new start. As the only public 
institute of technology in Washington state, LWTech 
offers a variety of programs to meet the needs of all of 
our international students.

International Programs Create 
Experiences

Our international students come to study in the Pacific 
Northwest for new adventures and experiences. At LWTech, 
they also form lasting relationships with friends from more 
than 20 countries. Small class sizes provide additional 
support from expert faculty who understand the unique 
educational needs of our international students. 

“I am proud as a student of 
LWTech, the college that 
helps you stand stronger 
for what’s coming in the 
future. What they teach you 
here is not just knowledge, 
it’s experiences.” Nguyen 
(Tom) Nguyen, International 
Programs Student.

For information about our 
International programs visit 
LWTech.edu/international

Programs for Immigrants Who Have 
Relocated to the Seattle Area

The Basic Education for Adults program serves our 
refugee and immigrant student population at both 
ends of the education spectrum. Some students need 
help with basic English skills and literacy skills in their 
own language, while a significant number of students 
completed postsecondary education in their native 
countries, but need an American credential. 

“I'm Nathalie Torres and I’m from Colombia. I've been 
living in the USA for seven months, and I really like this 
country and this state. I'm here to learn and improve 
my English, and learn new cultures. I'm 23-years-old 
and I'm physiotherapist in my country. My goal is get 
better in English so I can apply for a scholarship for a 
Master’s degree.” 

Faculty program director for Basic Education for Adults, 
Mihaela Cosma adds, “In line with the college’s mission 
‘to prepare students for today’s careers and tomorrow’s 
opportunities,’ the Basic Education for Adults program 
accommodates an annual average of over 1,000 
students through a variety of college and career 
readiness programs.”

For information about our Basic Education for Adults 
programs visit LWTech.edu/adult-education

High School: 
Jumpstart 
the Future

Welcoming Our  
International Community

Tom Nguyen, International 
Programs Student

Our hope is that all 
students are successful 
at their home high 
school, but we know 
one size doesn’t fit all. 
LWTech offers wonderful 
options for students who 
need a different setting 
to thrive. Our accredited 
high school gives 
students an opportunity 
to work on their high 
school diploma and train 

for a career at the same time. Some students need more 
support to get used to the college setting, and we can 
provide that too. What students seem to like best is taking 
classes in an area of high interest and relevance to them, 
whether that is Accounting, Culinary Arts, Welding or 
something in the medical field. Not to mention, they earn 
college credits and high school credits at the same time!

Alumni Josh Nesbit started at LWTech as a 16-year-
old high school student in LWTech’s High School 
Academy, where he earned a two-year transfer degree 
in Computer Security and Network Technology. Nesbit 
graduated in 2007 and went on to earn a Bachelor’s 
of Science Degree in Applied Technology at Eastern 
Washington University, and a Certificate of Project 
Management from the University of Washington. He 
is currently enrolled in a MBA Program at Western 
Governors University. 

Not only did Nesbit graduate from LWTech, but he was 
hired by the college as a Computer Network Maintenance 
Technician in the Information Technology department.  

He earned three promotions during his time at LWTech, 
rising to the position of Acting Chief Information Officer, 
before he left the college for new opportunities. 

“I’ve had several great mentors during my time as a 
student, IT Technician, Specialist, Director, and even 
CIO. Even though I’ve completed an undergrad and am 
working on an MBA, it is my time at this school that I’ll 
forever cherish," said Nesbit.

Nesbit is a great example of how our high school 
programs uniquely address the educational needs of 
today’s students. 

For information about our high school programs  
visit LWTech.edu/highschool

Our High School Programs are  
Not Just for Teens!

Technical Academy: Ages 16-20. Eligible high 
school juniors and seniors train for a career while 
earning a high school diploma.

Open Doors: Ages 16-20. Students who’ve 
dropped out of high school can earn their diploma 
at LWTech.

Running Start: High School juniors and seniors. 
Students earn high school and college credit at 
the same time, while completing college-level 
courses at LWTech. It’s not all or nothing; students 
can attend LWTech full time, or take classes at the 
college and their high school at the same time. 
Running Start classes include free textbook loans.

Josh Nesbit looks to the future!
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International Programs hosts events like "Talk Time" to help international students practice their English and make new friends.High School students jumpstart their future through LWTech.



The term alumni has its origin in the Latin language. It 
means “pupil,” literally “the nurtured.” Today the term 
refers to graduates of an educational institution. It 
means more than that to us at LWTech, it connotes 
a connection that can last a lifetime. Many 
students who’ve graduated return to tell us 
their success stories.  

Ingela 
Andersson 
returned to 
college at 
age 40, and 
enrolled 
in LWTech’s 
Social and 
Human Services 
(SHS) program. 

“I signed up for the SHS program because the advising 
staff was really friendly and personal. Even though I was 
extremely nervous, I knew that this was a way I could 
change my life.” 

Andersson graduated two years later with an Associate 
of Applied Science degree in SHS. Shortly after 
graduation, a leading social service agency in the 
Seattle area hired her as a residential counselor.

“I knew an education could truly transform me, 
and it did. I encourage anyone who’s on the fence 
about going to school to jump the fence and get an 
education. You won’t regret it!”

Mike Skelly had been working 
as an electrician from 2007-
2011 until the economic crash. 
After being laid off, he decided 
to go back to school full-time to 
better his future for himself and 
his family. He graduated two 
years later with his Associate 
in Applied Science degree in 
Electronics Technology.

“I started the job hunt about a month before 
graduating, and had three potential positions within a 
few weeks," said Skelly.

Skelly has worked at Icom America since May 2013 
as a Systems Electronic Technician. The primary focus 
of his job is on commercial land-mobile RF wireless 
radio communications. This includes tuning and 
programming repeaters, power amplifiers, mobiles, and 
handhelds, and using RF service equipment to verify 
results, tuning RF filtering equipment, and integrating 
3rd party OEM equipment.

His advice to students?

“Study hard and do everything you can to graduate. 
The faculty have set up the curriculum to be 

educational and informative. I truly feel like 
I got more than my money's worth in 

the program, and really feel like the 
program gave me an advantage over 

others with similar degrees.”

An alumni of LWTech, Gabriela 
Araujo returned to LWTech as 
a Nursing student. She is the 
proud recipient of two LWTech 

Foundation Bright Futures 
Scholarships – one sponsored 

by Brenda Nunes and another by 
EvergreenHealth. 

“I gained a lot of 
confidence as a 
massage therapist. More 
importantly, the field 
of massage sparked my 
interest in nursing and 
a desire to learn more 
about how the human 
body works,” said Araujo. 
“I love to care for people. 
My passion is to work 
with women through 
motherhood and their 
newborn babies. I wish to 
merge my work as a nurse 
and massage therapist to 
help people even more.” Araujo is on track to graduate 
from the Nursing Associate’s Degree program and 
plans to apply to LWTech’s Bachelor of Science Nursing 
program (this program is in development and we hope 
to have approval soon) after completing her program.

For information about the LWTech Foundation  
visit LWTech.edu/foundation

Lives 
Transformed 
by Returning  
to College

Gabriela Araujo speaks at the 
LWTech Foundation's  2016 
Bright Futures Breakfast. 
Photo: Tara Brown Photography

Stephaine Bostwick ice 
climbs Mt. Baker.

Assistant professor Stephanie  
Bostwick, right, looks on while  
students Anton Vilkotski,  
Alexis Morelos and  
Zach Skelton work  
on an assignment.

“I knew an 
education could 

truly transform me, 
and it did.”

From Scaling Mountains to 
Shaping Tomorrow's Engineers

Meet Stephanie Bostwick, 
a Navy veteran who has 
summited Mount Hood, 
competed in the Wunder 
Woman Triathlon, scaled 
the seracs of Mount Baker, 
and conquered Cotopaxi, 
an active stratovolcano 
in South America’s Andes 
Mountains. She also 
happens to be an Assistant 
Professor in LWTech’s 
Engineering Transfer 

program. The Engineering Transfer degree blends real 
world problems with hands-on learning, and prepares 
students to transfer to a four-year university. Bostwick 
designs and teaches classes in Engineering Physics, 
Engineering, and Photonics.

Bostwick pulls from the leadership and teamwork skills 
she learned in the Navy to help her students. “I love 
watching people learn and grow. I enjoy being there to 
encourage and guide students when life doesn't seem 
to be going the way they think it should,” said Bostwick. 

Bostwick’s industry experience, and hands-on approach 
to learning, provides students with the foundation to gain 
the engineering skills they need to transfer to universities, 
such as Seattle University, UW-Bothell, or CWU. 

LWTech’s Engineering Transfer program classes are the 
only classes at two-year colleges in the Seattle area that 
are offered in the evenings. Classes are also available in 
hybrid format. There are also daytime options for Math, 
Physics and Chemistry.

LWTech offers the Associate in Science Transfer 
degree in: Computer and Electrical Pre-Engineering, 
and Mechanical, Civil, Aeronautical, Industrial, and 
Materials Science.

To find out more about the Engineering Transfer degree 
visit LWTech.edu/engineering

LWTech Spotlight
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Ingela Andersson

Mike Skelly

Ingela Andersson,  
LWTech Alum



Support Services

LWTech is ever committed to the success of our veteran 
students, and we are seeing the biggest influx of them 
since post World War II times. Just like after WWII, 
veterans are taking advantage of educational benefits 
to pursue their own educational goals and interests.

In 2016, LWTech received a $367,000 Department 
of Education grant, which made it possible for the 
college to open a Center of Excellence for Veteran 
Student Success. The Veterans Center is a place 
where our veteran students are able to be at home 
with fellow veterans who understand 
what they’ve been through, and what 
their sacrifices look like. With support 
from our Veterans Center Coordinator 
(a veteran himself ) and our Financial 
Aid office, we connect veterans to 
their educational benefits, help with 
transition from military life to college 
life, support health and well-being, 
prepare veterans for the workplace, and 
connect them with each other, as well 
as community resources when needed. 

“Veterans have to transition culturally as 
they struggle to find their identity. Some 
veterans come back from their time in 
the service with post-traumatic stress, 
traumatic brain injuries, and military 
sexual trauma, all of which are barriers 
to learning. Our Veterans Center allows 
a safe place for veterans to connect, as 

that you can spend your time where it matters – your 
classes.” LWTech has the following ways students 
can pay for college: financial aid (Federal Pell Grant, 
Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, 
Washington State Need Grant, Washington State 
Financial Aid, Work-Study, Stafford and PLUS Loans,  
Alternate Loans), Student Payment Plan, Veteran 
Benefits, Workforce Development, and Scholarships. 

For more information about enrolling  
visit LWTech.edu/admissions

LWTech Foundation

The LWTech Foundation, the philanthropic, non-profit 
arm of the college, offers a variety of merit and need-
based scholarships to students in the fall and spring 
of each academic year. These scholarships are open to 
students enrolled or enrolling at LWTech.

The LWTech Foundation also provides support for 
instructional programs, including: funds for materials, 
equipment and projects, professional development 
opportunities for faculty, and opportunities for students 
to compete in regional and national competitions. 
Lastly, the LWTech Foundation plays a vital role 
in developing and maintaining relationships with 
corporations, businesses, community organizations, and 
individuals for the benefit of the college.

For more information about the LWTech Foundation 
visit LWTech.edu/foundation

*Sources: 
https://admit.washington.edu/Paying/Cost#freshmen-transfer  
http://www.lwtech.edu/admissions/financial-aid/cost-of-attendance/

Easy to Apply in Three Simple Steps

We can help you get started with a personalized 
concierge service to guide you from the moment you 
email, call, or walk into the door. We are here to help 
you every step of the way.

1. Connect with your Personal Admissions Coach, who 
will create your personal admissions guide based 
on your needs, including applying for financial aid, 
providing a tour of the campus, and much more.

2. Get registered for classes online or in-person.

3. Start your program, and start earning credits 
toward your certificate or degree. It’s that easy!

Paying for College

Did you know that LWTech is 33% less expensive than 
Washington’s flagship university?* Who wouldn’t 
want to get a degree from the state’s only public 
institute of technology that’s 1/3 the cost of the 
University of Washington, and is accredited by the 
same accreditation body as the UW, Washington State 
University, Central Washington University, Western 
Washington University and 157 other institutions–the 
Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities? 

“There are many options when it comes to paying 
for college, and they can be confusing,” said Dr. Ruby 
Hayden, VP of Student Services. “At LWTech we are 
here to help you navigate all types of assistance so 

camaraderie is familiar, while in a whole new college 
setting, giving them a sense of security and the tools 
to pursue their education,” comments Veterans Center 
Coordinator, Ahmad Bennett.

LWTech President, Dr. Amy Morrison Goings adds, “The 
Veterans Center is a place where veterans can set down 
their books, and hopefully their burdens.”

For information on the Center of Excellence  
for Veteran Student Success visit  

LWTech.edu/veterans

Applying for 
College is Easy  
and Affordable 

Mary Powers, a Personal Admissions Coach, helps a prospective student navigate her program options. Veteran students are encouraged to pin their military posts on the global map at the Veteran Center.

“...Our Veterans Center allows a safe place for 
veterans to connect, as camaraderie is familiar, 
while in a whole new college setting...”

LWTech Support Services Help Students 
Succeed

In addition to the Veterans Center, LWTech offers many 
other support services that students can utilize at any time. 
Information about each of these services is available on our 
website at LWTech.edu/campus-life.

• TRiO: Advising and support services for low income, first 
generation and/or students with disabilities.

• Learning Lab: Drop in tutoring for all LWTech students.

• Workforce Development: Funding and advising services for 
eligible students.

• Supplemental Instruction: Free academic support available to 
assist students with math and writing assignments for any class. 

• Disability Support Services: Accommodations for students 
with documented disabilities.

• Advising: Intensive advising support including full academic 
plans.

Supporting  
Our Veterans
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Applying and Paying for College at LWTech



11605 132nd Avenue NE 
Kirkland, Washington 98034

Lake Washington 
Institute of Technology 
prepares students for 
today’s careers  
and tomorrow’s 
opportunities.

Transforming the future
one student at a time.

Call, visit, or follow us to start 
your transformation!

LWTech.edu (425) 739-8100
@TheLWTech


