
BE A TOUGH TARGET
●● When on foot, stay to well  

lighted, well traveled streets,  
and avoid shortcuts.

●● Be aware of your surroundings at all 
times. The FBI Crime Clock Statistics 
show that a violent crime occurs every 
25.3 seconds a day, one robbery every 
1.4 minutes, and one aggravated 
assault every 40.5 seconds.

●● Walk with purpose – send the message 
that you’re calm, confident, and know 
where you’re going.

●● When possible, walk or jog with another 
person. Statistics show your chances 
of being victimized drops to 30% when 
you’re with another person and 10% if 
you’re with two others.

●● Walk with your eyes up and alert, 
scanning your surroundings, not 
focused on your phone. Wait until you 
are in a secure place before checking 
your phone.

CONCEAL VALUABLES
●● Carry your purse on the inside of your 

coat and carry your wallet in your  
front pocket.

●● When traveling, don’t 
flash large amounts of 
cash or other tempting 
targets like expensive 
jewelry or clothing. 
Statistics show that 
bus/train stations, 
subways, and airports 
are prime locations  
for assaults. 

●● Carry credit cards and checks instead 
of cash. Also, carry only the cards that 
you will be using.

DENY PRIVACY
●● Don’t travel alone.

●● Don’t get into an empty elevator  
with a stranger. If you do ride with 
another person, stand near the  
control panel, and if you feel 
threatened, press as many of the 
control buttons as possible.

●● When traveling by bus, sit near the bus 
driver and sit with someone you feel 
comfortable with.

●● If your vehicle breaks down, stay in 
your car and consider the use of a  
cell phone.

●● If you work late, ask Police or Security 
to walk you to your car.

●● When a situation arises, be ready to handle the situation, or run,  
whichever the situation may dictate.

●● Trust your instincts. If something or someone makes you uneasy,  
avoid the person or leave.

●● Try to use ATM’s during the day. Have your card in hand and don’t 
approach the machine if you’re uneasy about people nearby.

●● Don’t wear shoes or clothing that restricts your movement.

BE READY FOR FIGHT OR FLIGHT

The information contained in this brochure is provided to inform the LWTech 
community about ways they may reduce the risk of encountering potentially 
threatening situations. 

You are encouraged to assess each situation individually and respond 
according to your personal ability and preference.
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How Can You Be Street Smart?

www.LWTech.edu/safety

Personal Safety

ATTRACT ATTENTION
●● Practice screaming.
●● Carry a noise maker.

SAFETY
FIRST 

TAKE ACTION
●● Remain calm.
●● Relinquish your valuables.
●● Pay close attention to the suspect.
●● Look for avenues of escape.
●● Report the crime to Police  

or Security.

Being street smart is about  
the choices we make every 
day. Choosing safety is the 
best choice you can make.


